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Khabarovsk.  Local iron resources in the Amur valley and the
Little Khingan Mountains are now being worked.
Population and Settlements. Vast areas still remain almost
unpopulated, and peopled by a scattering of native hunters
and trappers, mainly Evenkis (Tungus) but with some Golds
in the Amur valley.
The most densely populated area is the new agricultural
and industrial region described above. Coal-mining, metal-
lurgy, lumbering and wood-working, flour-milling, tanning,
leather, and butter manufactures are the main industries.
Russians and Ukrainians form the largest section of the
population. The smaller towns and villages consist of single-
storey buildings of wooden construction, the gentle slope of
the roofs showing clearly that there is no fear of heavy snowfall
during the winter. The largest and most industrialized town
is Blagoveschensk, with a population of 58,761 in 1939.
Situated in the midst of fertile meadowlands, cornfields, and
forested hillsides, on a branch line of the Trans-Siberian
Railway, this town contains some wide modern streets, with
large shops and high blocks of stone buildings, in addition
to the prettily painted and artistically carved and ornamented
timber bungalows of the suburbs. It is the chief flour-milling
centre of the Far East, and contains agricultural engineering
works.
Primorye
In the basin of the lower and middle Amur and in the
Ussuri basin hunting, fishing, and lumbering are of great
importance. Timber from the coniferous forests to the north
of Khabarovsk is carried down the Amur to the port of
Nikolayevsk, and there is a small export from Soviet Haven.
The most intensively developed forest area, however, lies
between Khabarovsk and Vladivostock, where there is an
abundance of many kinds of valuable deciduous trees of
great girth and height, within easy reach of the latter town,
which is the chief exporting centre. Between the Ussuri river
and the slopes of the Sikhote Alin there are numbers of lumber
camps and saw-mills.
The native hunters and trappers are Golds and Orotchis.